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Sunny and Dry 

 

Seven days were suitable for fieldwork during the week ending 

September 6, according to the USDA, NASS, Michigan Field 

Office. Precipitation varied from no precipitation in the western 

Upper Peninsula, northeast, west central, central, east central, and 

southwest to Lower Peninsula to 0.41 in the southeast Lower 

Peninsula. Average temperatures ranged from 5 degrees below 

normal in the southeast, southwest, and south central Lower 

Peninsula to normal temperatures in the eastern Upper Peninsula. 

This was a normal late summer week with moderate but below 

normal temperatures. Crops are continuing to progress well with the 

warm and sunny temperatures experienced last week. Some cool 

overnight temperatures were seen last week as low as 31 degrees in 

the western Upper Peninsula and 33 degrees in the northwest Lower 

Peninsula. A grower in the central Lower Peninsula commented, 

“The wide range in crop conditions is due to both spring rain issues 

and maturity issues. If we do not get a frost until November, then 

the crop condition will be greatly improved.” Another grower from 

the east central Lower Peninsula commented, “We will need to get 

past our normal frost date. If we get a long warm fall we could have 

some record yields.” 

 

Field Crops 

 

Pleasant conditions, and minimal precipitation, helped progress the 

development of crops in all areas of the State. However, many 

farmers were still concerned about the development of corn and 

soybeans prior to the frost. Farmers continued preparing wheat 

fields for the 2010 crop. Activities included liming, spreading 

manure, spraying and tilling. Continual reports of the 2010 wheat 

crop could be planted late depending on the harvest of soybeans. 

Oat harvest was all but complete. Corn was in growth stages 

ranging from milk to dent. Soybeans were in growth stages R4-R6. 

The soybeans were still short but had numerous pods. Development 

of both crops was still behind as heat units still were needed. Alfalfa 

harvest continued, with some farmers receiving a fourth cutting. In 

the southeast, some farmers have begun to seed new alfalfa. 

Farmers were putting finishing touches on equipment used for the 

harvest of sugarbeets. Harvest should begin September 12. Dry 

bean advancement continued. Some fields were setting and filling 

pods. In the Thumb, white mold was a problem. 

Fruit 

 

Harvest of Ginger Gold, Williams Pride, Zestar, Mollies Delicious, 

Jonamac, McIntosh and Gala apples was underway in the 

southwest. Blueberry harvest was completed for the most part, with 

a few growers still harvesting Elliott blueberries. Cresthaven, PF25, 

Loring, Glowingstar, PF19-007, PF23, PF244-007, PF24C peaches 

were being picked in the southwest; brown rot was common in some 

orchards. Bartlett pears continued to be harvested. In the southwest, 

Anjou and Bosc winter pears were also being picked. Stanley plums 

were being harvested. In the southwest, harvest of NY9, Italian, Red 

Heart, and Vision plums was underway. Fall raspberry harvest 

continued. Harvest of Mars, Fredonia, Himrod, Vanessa, and 

Marquis grapes was underway in the southwest; harvest of Niagara 

grapes is expected to begin in late September. In the northwest, 

grapes were at veraison. 
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 1
 Issued by the USDA, NASS, Michigan Field Office in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Commerce, Michigan State University's Cooperative 

Extension Service, Agricultural Meteorologist, Department of Geography, and Crop Advisory Team ALERTS. 
 2
 Growing degree days (GDD) is the sum of daily mean temperatures minus 50 per day, 86 maximum and 50 minimum. The GDD is accumulative from 

April 1. 
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